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fees, we may aggregate all these re-
quests in calculating the fees.

§ 1250.56 Fee schedule for NARA oper-
ational records. 

In responding to FOIA requests for 
operational records, NARA will charge 
the following fees, where applicable, 
unless we have given you a reduction 
or waiver of fees under § 1250.60. 

(a) Search fees—(1) Manual searching 
of records. When the search is relatively 
straightforward and can be performed 
by a clerical or administrative em-
ployee, the search rate is $16 per hour 
(or fraction thereof). When the request 
is more complicated and must be done 
by a professional employee of NARA, 
the rate is $33 per hour (or fraction 
thereof) 

(2) Computer searching. This is the ac-
tual cost to NARA of operating the 
computer and the salary of the oper-
ator. When the search is relatively 
straightforward and can be performed 
by a clerical or administrative em-
ployee, the search rate is $16 per hour 
(or fraction thereof). When the request 
is more complicated and must be done 
by a professional employee of NARA, 
the rate is $33 per hour (or fraction 
thereof). 

(b) Review fees. (1) Review fees are 
charged for time spent examining all 
documents that are responsive to a re-
quest to determine if any are exempt 
from release and to determine if NARA 
will release exempted records. 

(2) The review fee is $33 per hour (or 
fraction thereof). 

(3) NARA will not charge review fees 
for time spent resolving general legal 
or policy issues regarding the applica-
tion of exemptions. 

(c) Reproduction fees—(1) Self-service 
photocopying. At NARA facilities with 
self-service photocopiers, you may 
make reproductions of released paper 
documents for 15 cents per page. 

(2) Photocopying standard size pages. 
This charge is 20 cents per page when 
NARA produces the photocopies. 

(3) Reproductions of electronic records. 
The direct costs to NARA for staff time 
for programming, computer operations, 
and printouts or electromagnetic 
media to reproduce the requested infor-
mation will be charged to requesters. 
When the work is relatively straight-

forward and can be performed by a cler-
ical or administrative employee, the 
rate is $16 per hour (or fraction there-
of). When the request is more com-
plicated and must be done by a profes-
sional employee of NARA, the rate is 
$33 per hour (or fraction thereof). 

(4) Copying other media. This is the di-
rect cost to NARA of the reproduction. 
Specific charges will be provided upon 
request.

§ 1250.58 Does NARA ever waive FOIA 
fees for NARA operational records? 

(a) NARA will waive or reduce your 
fees for NARA operational records only 
if your request meets both of the fol-
lowing criteria: 

(1) The request is in the public inter-
est (i.e., information likely to con-
tribute significantly to public under-
standing of the operations and activi-
ties of the government); and 

(2) The request is not primarily in 
your commercial interest. 

(b) All requests for fee waivers or re-
ductions must be made at the time of 
the initial FOIA request. All requests 
must include the grounds for request-
ing the reduction or elimination of 
fees.

§ 1250.60 How will NARA determine if 
I am eligible for a fee waiver for 
NARA operational records? 

(a) If you request a fee waiver, NARA 
will consider the following in reviewing 
how your request meets the public in-
terest criteria in § 1250.58(a)(1): 

(1) How do the records pertain to the 
operations and activities of the Federal 
Government? 

(2) Will release reveal any meaning-
ful information about Federal Govern-
ment activities that is not already pub-
licly known? 

(3) Will disclosure to you advance the 
understanding of the general public on 
the issue? 

(4) Do you have expertise in or a 
thorough understanding of these 
records? 

(5) Will you be able to disseminate 
this information to a broad spectrum 
of the public? 

(6) Will disclosure lead to a signifi-
cantly greater understanding of the 
Government by the public? 
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